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BIRDS OF SHEEPWASH URBAN PARK 1999.

This report covers green space and wildlife corridors between Brades Hall,
Oldbury and Sheepwash Urban Park including Rattlechain tip and mere and
" Great Bridge Haines walkway.

111 species of birds were recorded this year. Highlights included, Bewick's
Swan, Merlin, Ruff, Little Tern, Firecrest and Raven. Common Tern bred
successfully for the first time. On the downside was the poor wader passage
and the loss of breeding Little Ringed Plover. However with consultation with
various groups including The friends of Sheepwash, BTCV and Sandwell
council hopefully things will improve for wildlife in the area.

1. LITTLE GREBE. Recorded every month with a maximdm of 6 birds in
March and August. Up to 4 pairs nested but lost nests in a large rise and fall
in water levels on Rose Lane Pool complex.1 brood was successfull.

2. GREAT CRESTED GREBE. Recorded every month with a maximum of 12
birds in April. 1 pair bred with 1 young fledged. :

3. CORMORANT. Recorded in January, April, July, September, October and
December, usually just 1 to 3 but 22 flew over on the 30th of July.

4. GREY HERON. Resident. Monthly maxima:

el M A M 0 A oSN
T 0% = @l 1 10 18 - 1SS0

No sign of any breeding yet, but it can't be too far away.
5. MUTE SWAN. 1 pair bred unsuccessfully as they were attacked by kids or

animals. Maximum number of birds seen were 14 in January and 13 in
December.

6.* BEWICK'S SWAN. 5 flew through on the 14th of November. (D.W.)
7. GREYLAG GOOSE. 1 on the 2nd of August until the 4th of August.
8. CANADA GOOSE. 14 pairs nested producing 29 goslings.

9. SHELDUCK. 1 reported on the 4th of January.

~ 10. WIGEON. Still scarce, 1 female on the 16th of October and 1 pair on the
22nd of December.

11. GADWALL. 3 males on the 22nd of December.

12. TEAL. Numbers down on last year with a maximum of 31 in October.



13. MALLARD. 60 in January was the maximum number seen, a few pairs
bred.

14. SHOVELER. Recorded in small numbers in January and from August to

- December with a maximum of 9 birds on the 2nd of October.

15. POCHARD. Recorded from January to April and then August, November
and December. Numbers down on last year with a maximum of 19 birds in -
February.

16. TUFTED DUCK. Recorded in every month except November. Numbers
down on this species also, with a maximum of 12 birds in February and May.
One brood of 8 were seen in July.

17. GOOSANDER. A species doing well, Regulary wintering in Sandwell
Valley, has now moved into the park. Monthly maxima:
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18. RUDDY DUCK. Already a scarce duck in the park is likely to get even
rarer with the ongoing extermination programme. 1 female on the 1st of May
and 1 male on the 26th of May were the only records.

19. SPARROWHAWK 1 pair in the area seen almost on a daily basis.

20. COMMON BUZZARD.1 on the 30th of June the only record.

21. KESTREL. Not as common as it once was but still recorded in every
month. 5 were seen together on the 9th of September.

22.* MERLIN. 1 immature or a female attacking a pigeon on the 3rd of
January was the only record. (G.W / D.W).

23. HOBBY. Scarcer this year. Just one record, 1 on the 4th of May.

24. PEREGRINE. Despite birds being recorded in the local vicinity, there was
only one record for the park. 1 on the 5th of July.

25. PHEASANT. A surprise bird. 1 male on the 8th of November, the second
record for the park. ‘

26. WATER RAIL. A maximum of 2 birds see in the winter periods: January to
March.and October to December.

27. MOORHEN. Pylon Pool was a popular place for these birds after the
water levels were lowered, 9 birds were seen here plus others on all pools.



28. COOT. Bred, although numbers seemed down this year.
29. OYSTERCATCHER. Just one record, 1 on the 27th of April

30. LITTLE RINGED PLOVER. A declining species in the area, with a lack of
suitable breedmg sites. A maximum of 2 birds seen in April, and singles into
July.

31. GOLDEN PLOVER. Good counts of up to 570 birds roosting on the
Autobase car park from January to the end of March. But with the
development of warehouses now on the site, no birds were seen in the period
September to December.

32. LAPWING. Up to 50 birds wintered, roosting on Rattlechain Mere as it is
now called. Only 1 pair nested with 1 chick seen on the 4th of June.

33. DUNLIN. Just 2 records, 1 on the 12th of November and 1 on the 16th of
December. A declining species here.

34. RUFF. 1 on the 30th of July.

35. JACK SNIPE. Only recorded in March and November with a maximum of
2 birds.

36. COMMON SNIPE. A maximum of 27 birds seen in the winter periods:
January to April and August to December.

37. CURLEW. 1 on the 29th of January, the only record.
38. COMMON SANDPIPER. Up to 2 birds between the 22nd of April and the

2nd of May and again up to 2 birds between the 27th of June and the 12th of
October

39. BLACK-HEADED GULL. Recorded every month, single figures in the
summer period but up to 100 in the winter.

40. COMMON GULL. Scarce, only recorded in November and December with
a maximum of 3 birds seen.

41. LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL. Recorded in every month but largest
numbers in the winter periods, a maximum of 150 seen in January and 100
seen in March and November.

42. HERRING GULL. Unusually seen this year in every month except August
and October. Maximum figure was 50 in December.

43. YELLOW-LEGGED GULL. 1 on the 4th of January. (M.Y)




44. GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL. Only recorded in January and
December, with a maximum of 5 birds on the 5th and 27th of December.

45. COMMON TERN. First date recorded was 1 on the 24th of April. Upto
three pairs passed through but one pair stayed to breed, with 2 young
successfully fledged, probably a first for the West Midland county. Last seen
were 3 on the 3rd of September.

46, ARTIC TERN. Just one record, 1 juvenile on the 23rd of July.

47.% LITTLE TERN. First record for the park, 1 on the 21st and 22nd of April.
(D.WIG.W). ,

48, FERAL PIGEON. Small numbers seen throughout the year.

49. STOCK DOVE. Appears to be declining, a maximum of 3 seen in March.
None seen in January, February or September.

50. WOODPIGEON. Resident. A maximum of 60 seen in March.
51. COLLARED DOVE. Resident in small numbers.
52. BARN OWL. 1 on the 25th of September was probably an escapee.

53. COMMON SWIFT. First arrival, the 26th of April. Maximum number was
100 in late May / early June. Left early with none in September.

54, KINGFISHER. 1 or 2 seen regulary although none seen in April / May or
July. 3 seen together on the 30th of August were probably a family party.

55. GREEN WOODPECKER. None recorded until 1 on the 30th of July then
singles reported in September, November and December.

56. GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER. Singles reported in January and
March and then fairly regulary from August to December. ( 2 on the 16th of
October). , :

57. SKYLARK. 1 or 2 recorded in every month except August. No young were
seen. 20 were on passage on the 17th of October.

58. SAND MARTIN. 3 on the 29th of March were the first reported, with a
maximum of 20 on the 8th of April. Passage continued into May. Return
passage in small numbers in August and September with the last 5 on the 6th
of September.



59. SWALLOW. 1 on the 6th of April was the first record. Passage continued
into May with @ maximum of 50 on the 2nd of May. Return passage started
again in August and continued until the 3rd of October, but only in single
figures. / .

60. HOUSE MARTIN, First record was 3 on the 6th of April, with a maximum
of 70 on the 22nd of May. Bred locally in small numbers. Last reported on the
3rd of October.

61. TREE PIPIT. Just one record, 1 on the 1st.of May.

62. MEADOW PIPIT. Recorded in every month except June and August. A
maximum of 15 were seen on the 27th of March. No sign of any successfull
breeding. : :

63. ROCK PIPIT. 2 on the 13th of October and 1 on the 15th were the only
records.

64. YELLOW WAGTAIL. Now very scarce. 1 on the 28&1 of April and 1 on
the 1st of September were the only records.

65. GREY WAGTAIL. Recorded from January to March and then June until
the years end. 1 juvenile seen in July could indicate local breeding. A
maxirmum of 4 birds, all adults were seen on the 29th of August.

66. PIED WAGTAIL. Recorded in every month in single figures, as with the
Yellow Wagtail a steady decline. 1 pair bred locally.

WHITE WAGTAIL. Single records in April.
67. WREN. Resident. No change in status noted.
68. bUNNOCK. Resident. Under recorded.
69. ROBIN. Common resident.

70. COMMON REDSTART. 1 male seen on the 17th of April was the only
record.

71. WHINCHAT. A reasdnable passage with up to 2 in May and singles from
the 13th of July until the 13th of September.

R
72. STONECHAT. With the declining habitat on the Tividale side of the
railway line this species is still clinging on as a winter visitor. 1 male _
remained from January into early March, when 2 appeared on passage on
the 13th of March. Then 1 or 2 were regulary seen from the 3rd of October
until the years end favouring the Tividale embankment and the small

~ remaining meadow by the River Tame.



73. WHEATEAR. A passage of up to 3 birds were seen from the 25th of
March until the 2nd of May, and then singles on the 29th of August, 25th of
September and the late date of the 22nd of October.

74. BLACKBIRD. Common resident., no change in status noted.

75. FIELDFARE. Only singla figures recorded in February and March. A short
passage of up to 70 birds were noted from the 30th of October until the 14th
of November. Occasional singles were seen in December. A poor crop of
berries probably kept numbers low.

76. SONG THRUSH. Residerit. 3 males sang in late January.

77. REDWING. Seen occasionly from January untif March with a maximum of
12 birds. First birds seen on return were 5 on the 23rd of October, then just
one's or two's in November and December.

78. MISTLE THRUSH. Recorded every month except June and July, with a
maximum of 3 only. A lack of short grassed areas for feeding at Brades Hall
and in the park, causing a decline,

79. SEDGE WARBLER. No sign of any recovery in numbers, just singles
recorded on passage April to June and in August a family party passed
through.

80. REED WARBLER. First arrived on the 2nd of May. There were 5 singing
males on the 1st of June. Bred, but all had left by the 16th of August.

81. LESSER WHITETHROAT. First arrived the 29th of April. 3 were singing
on the 2nd of May. Probably bred. Last seen on the 5th of September.

82. COMMON WHITETHROAT. First arrived the 24th of April. 12 were
singing on the 1st of May. Bred. Last seen on the Sth of September.

83. GARDEN WARBLER. Only seen on passage with singles singing on the
1st, 18th and the 22nd of May. On the return passage singles were seen on a
few dates in August and September with the last on the 14th of September.

84. BLACKCAP. 3 males on the 1st of April were the first seen, Its likely that
3 or 4 pairs bred. 12 birds were seen on the 1st of September and passage
continued until the 18th of November.

85. CHIFFCHAFF. Recorded in every month except May, but may have bred.
10 on the 30th of September was the highest count. Up to 4 birds were still
around on the 18th of December but numbers then declined after a cold spell.

86. WILLOW WARBLER. 1 on the 26th of March was the first seen. 12 were
in song on the 28th of April. Bred. Last seen on the 3rd of October.




87. GOLDCREST. Up to 5 were seen from January until March. Then 1 or 2
returned on the 31st of August. A maximum of 20 were seen on the 25th of
September. Up to 4 stayed to the years end. =

88.* FIRECREST. 1 from the 7th to the 17th of December was the second
record for the park. (G.W).

89. SPOTTED FLYCATCHER. 1 on the 27th and 28th of August . Remaining
scarce.

90. PIED FLYCATCHER. 1 juvenile on the 16th of August.

91. LONG-TAILED TIT. Resident and still increasing, a maximum of 30 birds
seen in September.

92. WILLOW TIT. Scarce again, singles seen occasionly from July until
October.

93. BLUE TIT. Common resident,

94. GREAT TIT. Common resident.

95. JAY. Only a few records, 1 on the 2nd of May and a few days in October.
96. MAGPIE. Common resident. No roost counts this year.

. 97. JACKDAW. Only flyovers recorded. Up to 2 birds in March, April, May
and October, with a maximum of 8 on the 31st of October.

88. ROOK. Remains scarce, 2 on the 22nd of January and again 2 on the
22nd of May.

99. CARRION CROW. Resident. 1 or 2 pairs bred. A maximum of 30 seen on
the 3rd of October.

100.*RAVEN. 1st record for the park. Becoming more common in the west
midlands. 1 chased off by a crow on the 1st of December. (G.W).

101. STARLING. Resident , but a déclining species a maximum of 100 seen
in August.

102. HOUSE SPARROW. Common resident. A maximum of 20 seen on the
14th of September.

103. CHAFFINCH. Recorded in every month except July. 3 males were
singing on the 1st of May but no young were seen. There were no large
wintering flocks, just single figures seen.










