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BIRDS OF SHEEPWASH URBAN PARK 2000.

This Report Covers Sheepwash Urban Park and the surrounding green
areas of Brades Hall Oldbury and Rattlechain tip and Mere.

108 Species of Birds were recorded this year.Highlights Included a Male
Red Breasted Merganser. A new species for the park which brings the total
species list of the park to 181.

Common Terns bred successfully for the second time.

On the downside There were no singing skylarks this year with the local
groups working together with Sandwell Council hopefully things will
improve.

LLITTLE GREBE. Recorded from febuary-october no breeding atempts
this year a maximum of two brids on the 8th of august and mar- april-oct.

2.GREAT CRESTED GREBE. Recorded every month of the year. 1 pair
bred managed to hatch 3 broods, only the 3rd brood fledged Two young.

3.CORMORANT. Recorded in April May July September and October -
December There was one long staying bird from the 2nd of September till
the end of the month. max 3, 5/5.

4.GREY HERON. Resident with numbers in double figures most months.
10 on the 1st of January, 12 on the 15th of July and 15 on the 30th July.
Breeding cant be to far away. Mase 19 in Aug.

5.MUTE SWAN. 1 Pair Bred successfully raising 5 Cygnets. This species
Still Suffers high casualties throughout the year With the overhead power

cables. Mainly Immature birds. There was a count of 17 birds on the 24th
of December.

6.GREYLAG GOOSE. 1 on the 31st of August. The only Record
For the year.

7.CANADA GOOSE. Common Resident At Least 10 pairs Bred
Producing 40 Goslings.

8 TEAL. Small numbers recorded all months except May.
A Maximum of 35 in December

9.MALLARD. Resident bred with at least 10 Broods being seen

10. WIGEON. Scarce 1 on 29th December
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11.SHOVELER. Recorded in small numbers in January February March‘
and October to December. 5 Birds present on the 5th of February.
Max 8, 8/1

12.POCHARD. Recorded from January to March and October to
December ,Another decline in numbers this year with a maximum of 14 on
the 17th December and 27 on the 27th December.

13. TUFTED DUCK. Present in small numbers in every month of the year
except October. No Successful breeding this year. Max19 4th January.

14. GARGANEY. Scarce Visitor One on the 21st September.

15.GOOSANDER. A Spices that winters in nearby Sandwell Valley and
Birds from there pay daily visits to the park

Monthly Maximum

J F M A M

J J A
46 18 17 3 0 O 0 O

S O N=D
0 0 2 5

16 RED BREASTED MERGANSER. A New species for the Park (g.w)
A Male Seen on 18th December and 25th December.
17.GADWALL. 1 Pair 31st December Scarce Visitor.

18.RUDDY DUCK. Scarce Visitor with one on 28th &29th August and
Also 31st of August.

19.GOLDENEYE. 1 ¥ on the 17th January .Scarce Winter Visitor
20.SPARROWHAWK. 1 Breeding pair in the area. Seen almost daily.

21 KESTREL. Declining Resident spices. Recorded most months
3 Being seen on the 9th of March.

22 HOBBY. Just Two, Record for this species this year.
1 on the 9th May and one on the 27th May.

23.BUZZARD. Increasing sightings for this species 1 on the 22nd
February 1 on the 4th March 1 on the 1st April 1 on 10th June Two on the
20th July and 1 on the 18th December. Where followed by sightings in
December

24 PHEASANT. A Female and two Juveniles on the 6th of July
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25 RED LEGGED PARTRIDGE. The only record of this former breeding
species was on the 12th of June.

As More and More “Waste Land” is being Swallowed up For
Development. This Species has become scarcer in the West Midlands.

26 WATER RAIL. A Winter Visitor seen from January to March.
Returning Bird on the 8th of September Recorded till end of the year.
Max 2.

27 MOORHEN. Resident Breeding Species, and fairly Common.
28.COOT. Resident Breeding Species Common.

29.0YSTERCATCHER. Just Two Records both in March
1 on the 10th and one on the 14th.

30.LITTLE RINGED PLOVER. Bred on an adjoining site Also attempted
to nest on an island of Pump House Pool But Failed.
First date was 3 on the 19th of March. Last date 1 on the 2nd August.

31.GOLDEN PLOVER. The Favored roost site for this species
On the old Auto base Car Park. Has been Lost to Development.
So Records were down this year .There were 50 on the 7th of January
1 on the 6th of February 20 on the 12th Feb and 60 on the 1st of April.

32.LAPWING. 1 Pair Bred but soon lost there chicks to predatation
Monthly Maximum
J'F M A M J JT A S O N D
60 50 27 4 4 4 45 55 20 - 34 53

33.DUNLIN. Just ;I'hree Records 1 on the 5th of May 1 on 27th May
And 2 on the 7th July.

34.JACK SNIPE. Only 1 Bird Recorded on the 16th December.

35.COMMON SNIPE. Seen from January to April and August to
December with 20 on 2nd March and 28 on the 28th of December.

36.CURLEW. Just one record of one on the 15th of March.

37.WOODCOCK. 3 Recorded 1 on the 18th March 1 on 12th November
And 1 on the 29th of December.

38 REDSHANK. 1 On the 7th of June The First Record For Two Years.
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39.COMMON SANDPIPER. First Bird on 18th of April and the last of
one on the 13th October.

Birds mainly singles were recorded from April to October.

Excepting June A maximum of 3 birds seen on the 19th April.

40.GREEN SANDPIPER. 1 On the 6th May and 2 on the 26th July
The only Records

41.BLACK HEADED GULL. Recorded every month low numbers during
summer months. A count of 300 on the 6th February.

42.COMMON GULL. Scarce Visitor 1 on the 6th of February 1 on 28th
of December and 3 on the 31st December.

43.LESSER BLACK BACKED GULL. Recorded every month with large
Numbers During winter months. Max 30.

44 HERRING GULL. Recorded in January and February. Then there were
2 on the 28th May also Recorded in June July Aug Sep October November
And December with 10 on the 23rd of December.

45.GREAT BLACK BACKED GULL. Two on the 1st of January
And 1 on the 23rd December. The only Records.

46 ARTIC SKUA. 1 On the 29th August. The Second Record for the
Park. (g.w).

47.COMMON TERN. First Arrived on the 21st of April.2 Birds.
Last Date was of 6 Birds on the 15th July.

One Pair Bred Successfully Raising One Chick.

48.FERAL PIGION. Small numbers seen all year.

49.STOCK DOVE. Scarce Bird in the area with a maximum of 5 on the
23rd of February. None seen in November or December.

50.WOOD PIGION. Resident breeding species. With a count of 50 on
The 17th of September.

51.COLLARED DOVE. Resident in small numbers.

52. TURTLE DOVE. Scarce Migrant on the 20th of May.




Page 5 Aé

53.COMMON SWIFT. First arrival on the 25th of April no big counts
with 50 in May left early but none recorded in September.

54 KINGFISHER. Seen all months except June one pair bred in the local
area.

55.GREEN WOODPECKER. One recorded from January till the 26th of
April then one on the 29th of July and one on the 13th of September.

56.GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER. 1 Recorded from the 16th of
July to December.

57.SKYLARK. One or two recorded all months, the sad news is there
were no singing birds inside the park this year. Most records coming from
Rattlechain Tip.

58.SAND MARTIN. 3 On the 22nd of March The first reported with daily
passage till the 1st of May.20 on the 3rd of April Return passage started in
July in small numbers. The last date was 4 on the 9th of October.

59.SWALLOW. 1 On the 3rd of April was the first date Passage continued
into May with 60 on the 18th of April. Return passage started in August
into September in small numbers,

60.HOUSEMARTIN. First recorded on the 31st of March with 30 on the
5th of May .A few pairs bred locally. Last reported on the 26th of
September.

61. MEADOW PIPIT. Recorded every month except June and July. No
sign of breeding. A Maximum count of 200n the 10th of September.

62.YELLOW WAGTAIL. Former breeder now very scarce migrant. 1 on
the 17th of April 1 on the 22nd of April and 1 on the 7th of May.The only
Records.

63.GREY WAGTAIL. Recorded all months except May. Max 5 in
September.

64.PIED WAGTALIL. Recorded all year in small numbers. One pair bred

Locally. Max 6 in April.
(WHITE WAGTAIL) 1 On the 11th and 12th of April.

65.WREN. Resident Breeder.
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66.DUNNOCK. Resident breeder fairly common.
67 .ROBIN. Common resident.

68.COMMON REDSTART. One male seen on 22nd April. The only
Record.

69. WHINCHAT. A Poor passage the only records were 1 on the 21st of
April 3 on the 22nd of April and 1 on the 27th April.

70.STONECHAT. Although the habitat has declined even more this year
up to 2 birds still wintered here seen from January to March. Returned
12th of October till years end. There was also a small passage through the
park of singles between the 8th and 11th of March.

71 NORTHERN WHEATEAR. A Passage of up to 2 birds were seen
from the 25th of March until the 27th of April. Then single birds on the
17th of September and the 1st of October.

72 BLACKBIRD. Common resident with numbers increased by winter
Visitors.

73 FIELDFARE. Only single figures recorded in January and February. A
Passage of 20 were seen on the 27th of November. ’

74 . SONG THRUSH. Resident breeding species with 3 males singing in
spring.

75 REDWING. Recorded from January to April in small numbers. And
from October till December with 60 on the 100f November.

76 RING OUZEL. At least 1 bird on the 13 of September.

77 MISTLE THRUSH. Bred in the local area present all year with 7 on
the 10th of August.The Most seen.

78 . SEDGE WARBLER. Recorded on passage from the 22nd of April till
the 7th of May with 3 on the 24thof April.Return passage 1 on the 4th of
September and 1 on the 13th of September.

79.REED WARBLER. First arrival on the 30th of April.prob 2 pairs bred
Last Records was in August
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80.GRASSHOPPER WARBLER. Just one recorded Ssisinpnding on thé 4
27th of June of this scarce sheepwash migrant.

81.LESSER WHITETHROAT. First arrival on the 19th April with 2

singing on the 22nd of April. Probably bred last date was of 1 on the 17th
of September.

82.COMMON WHITETHROAT. First arrived on the 19th of April 6 were
singing in May. Bred last seen in September.

83.GARDEN WARBLER. 10n the 24th of April 1 on the 5th of May and
2 on the 3rd of August.

84 BLACKCAP. First arrived on the 31st of March. Bred in the park with
10 singing on the 24th of April. Last birds seen in Qctober.

85.CHIFF CHAFF. Recorded in every month with the odd pair staying to
breed.

86.WILLOW WARBLER. 10n the 7th of April The first seen 15 in song
in May Bred last seen in September.

87.GOLDCREST. Small numbers recorded from January to March and
from the 3rd of September till years end. Max of 4 March & December.

88.SPOTTED FLYCATCHER. 2 on the 30th of April 1 on the 3rd of June
1 on the 29th of August and 1 on the 17th of September.
Remains scarce in the area.

89.LONG TAILED TIT. Resident Breeding Species. Max 12 in December

90.WILLOW TIT. Remains very scarce but bred somewhere near. A
family Party was seen in July Recorded from the 10th of June till October.

91.COAL TIT. Scarce visitor 1 present from the 27th of January to the 5th
of February.

92 BLUE TIT. Common resident.
93.GREAT TIT. Common resident.

94.JAY. 1 on the 31st of March 1 on the 7th of April and the 16th of April

The only Records
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96.JACKDAW. Only fly over records 1 on the 5th of March 1 on the 12th
March 1 on the 19th of March 1 on the 20th of May 1 on the 1st October 1
on the 12th October and 6 on the 15th of October.

95 MAGPIE. Common resident.

97.ROOK. Just 2 recorded 1 on the 2oth of April and 2 on the 28th April.
98.CARRION CROW. Resident with 1 or 2 pairs breeding.
99.STARLING. Resident no large flock counts this year. 100 on 7th Oct.
100.HOUSE SPARROW. Resident with a count of 120 on the 16th of July

101.CHAFFINCH. Recorded in every month in small numbers. No large
winter flocks were seen.

102.GREENFINCH. Resident 2 or 3 pairs bred a count of 18 on the 16th
December the most seen 30 in January.

103.GOLDFINCH. Recorded all year with the odd pair probably breeding.

104.SISKIN SCARCE. 2 on the 2nd January 2 on the 5th March and 2 on
the 1st October 5,6,7th Oct 1 on the 29th December. The only Record.

105.LINNET. Declining resident 1 or 2 pairs bred.

106.COMMON REDPOLL. Recorded from January till April with 40 on
the 1st of April then recorded from August till December with 40 on the
27th November.

107 BULLFINCH. Resident with 1 or 2 pairs breeding.

108 REED BUNTING. Resident breeder with 1 or 2 pairs present.

Other wildlife reported Terrarin Grass snake Water vole only 1 sighting
this year on the 5th July.




‘mm i

Page 9

BUTTERFLIES AND FIRST DATES

1.BRIMSTONE. 9th March

2. PEACOCK. 9th March

3.SMALL TORTESHELL 12th March
4.SPECKLED WOOD 7th April
5.GREEN VEINED WHITE April
6.COMA 21st March

7.0RANGE TIP 29th April
8.SMALL WHITE May
9.LARGE WHITE May
10.SMALL COPPER 20th MAY

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS

11.COMMON BLUE. 21st May
12.LARGE SKIPPER 6th June.
13.PAINTED LADY 12th June.

. 14.SMALL HEATH 8th June.

15.SMALL SKIPPER 18th June
16 MEADOW BROWN 18th June
17.RED ADMIRAL 19th June.
18.GATEKEEPER 15th July
19.CLOUDED YELLOW
27th Aug (5 on 10th Sep)

G & L Allan, I. Carroll, S. & M. Edwards, T. Evans, H. King.
M. A. Shepard. D. Waite, I. C. Whitehouse, G. William’s, M. Yapp.

REPORT COMPILED BY DAVE WAITE & GEOFF WILLIAMS.

| TIVIDALE 28
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v Jackdaw
Wigeon Corvus mensdida
Anas peneiops

Green Woodpecker

Plgis viridis

Redstart

Fhoenicurus phosnicurus

Great Spotied Woodpecker

Dendrocopos mafor

Jay

s plandanus

Girey Heron

Ardesa cineresa




